HAM PARISH ASSEMBLY


MINUTES OF MEETING

The Annual Parish Assembly took place immediately after the Parish Council meeting in Ham Village Hall at 7.45 pm on Friday, 1 May 2009.

Present
Mr N Baring (Chairman), Mrs S Eldridge (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs B Stevens, Mr R Forbes, Mr R Miller, Mrs L Holford (Clerk)



Plus 16 members of the public

1. 
Apologies

PC Derrick Foord
2.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on Friday, 16 May 2008

The minutes were approved and signed.

3. 
Matters arising


As reported at the Parish Council AGM, the footpath gate on Bridleway 10 had been moved as part of the project upgrading a number of stiles and gates. 

4.
Parish Council Report – outgoing Chairman


The outgoing Chairman’s report is attached.


Mrs Eldridge added that an initial report concerning flooding had been received from Kennet District Council (KDC).  Since it did not address issues around the Village Green a Highways engineer visited for a second time.  Mrs Eldridge understood that Steve Ibbotson was not joining Wiltshire Council (WC) and was investigating who the new WC flood contact will be.  Once this is established a meeting will be held with interested parties. 
5.
Wiltshire Council – Councillor Robert Hall

Councillor Robert Hall outlined the interim arrangements for running the newly formed Wiltshire Council until the elections on 4 June.  An Implementation Executive is chaired by the leader, Jane Scott; a group of four each of County and District Councillors are monitoring decisions.  Matters have gone well, perhaps with the exception of Salisbury’s participation; all five Directors are in post (two of whom are ex KDC); early leavers led to savings of £8m last year; redundancies this year will cost an additional £13m; there will be ongoing annual savings of £18m from the reorganisation.


Councillor Hall supported Ham’s move to Pewsey Community Area Board (CAB).  The CAB will have funds under its direct control (awarded on a per capita basis – perhaps in the region of £25/30k) with three Unitary Councillors making the decisions (a Cabinet Member also takes part in discussions but has no vote).  He encouraged Ham Parish Council to play an active role, to attend every meeting (perhaps allocating two Councillors to ensure availability) and to bid for projects – if not successful the first time round, subsequent bids would carry more weight.  If Ham were to consider upgrading the Village Hall he recommended contacting Peter Lemon at Grafton who had recently overseen such a project for a similar sized building.


He went on to explain that THE Community Area Partnership was a forum where interested parties could initially raise issues, formulate proposals for action and submit them to the CAB.  


Development Control Services, ie Planning, continued to be staffed by the same people with the same procedures.


Councillor Hall welcomed the news of Ham’s intended entry in next year’s Best Kept Village Competition.  Mr Baring thanked Councillor Hall for his stimulating and interesting talk at this and previous Parish Assemblies.  

6.
Village Hall Committee Report – Mrs Sue Hawley

The last year had seen the Village Hall Committee exploring new ideas for fundraising as it continued to adjust to life without a regular user.  A cake and produce stall at the Parish Party in June provided a welcome boost to funds, while in August  the Committee was pleased to receive the proceeds from Reg & Brenda’s Treasure Hunt.  In October, the Harvest Supper - with entertainment from Roy the Magician which proved very popular - was counted a great success raising almost £400.  Major repairs/maintenance have been avoided during the past year, though the Committee are aware that an ageing building may result in more major expenditure in the future.


On a positive note, Mary Davenport and Louise Hall have been welcomed onto the Committee and plans for this year’s Harvest Supper on 3 October 2009 are already underway (Reg is preparing one of his famous quizzes).  Those present were urged to keep the date in their diaries and let the Committee know of any fundraising ideas.  With Mary Gray’s departure, Katharine Hastie and Clare Keller are to be joint Chair.


Mr Baring thanked Sue Hawley and went on to express, on behalf of the Parish Council and the whole village, enormously grateful thanks to Mary Gray for her energy and commitment in supporting the Village Hall – and much else besides – and said that she would be very much missed.

  
If they felt it of benefit, Mrs Eldridge suggested that the Committee might like to consider including a Parish Councillor.  Mr Baring assured Mrs Hawley that the Parish Council would do all it could to support the Village Hall Committee going forward. 

7.
Police Report 


Mr Baring explained that, unfortunately, PC Derrick Foord had been unable to attend the Assembly.  PC Foord had however relayed that ‘Ham and its surrounding area had been well behaved of late’.  He had created two priorities for the next three months:  beauty spot thefts and green laning (the use of bridleways by motorcycles and 4x4 vehicles).  Such activities would be monitored on a regular basis and discouraged.


The Clerk reported that PC Foord hoped to attend the Bookswop on 23 May to meet as many residents as possible and is also keen to meet with the Parish Council soonest.
8.
Neighbourhood Watch & Ham Relief Fund – Major Piers Dunn

Major Dunn explained that the Neighbourhood Watch (NW) was divided into six areas:  Cutting Hill (Tony Griffiths, Lilac Bank), Village Green 1 (Jacky Barnwell, Brook House), Village Green 2 (Stephen Godwin, 1 Church Road), Buttermere Road (Tony Peace, Yew Tree Cottage), Spray Road 1 (Piers Dunn, Fernedown), Spray Road 2 (Richard Schofield, 2 Acorn Cottages).  Although they had not met recently, all coordinators are on email, remain in contact and the group is working well together.  Mr Baring expressed his grateful thanks that Major Dunn is to continue to head NW.  


Two historical funds had been combined to form the Ham Relief Fund (HRF) – its purpose to relieve need, hardship or distress of the residents of Ham.  The HRF had given occasional help in recent times.  Funds of c. £2460 were deposited in the Newbury Building Society since Nationwide declined to hold them further.  There were two nominees as Trustees - both from the Parish Council - and one co-opted member, the Parish Clerk (Lin Holford), who acted as Treasurer.   With Major Dunn’s retirement from the Parish Council, a replacement Trustee would need to be nominated in due course.
9.
Open Forum


Mrs Eldridge gave an update on the Ham History Project.  The first meeting was held on 14 February 2009 when happily there had been an unexpectedly enthusiastic response with about 20 attendees.  Research is already underway into such areas as the Census, wills and deeds.  Everyone was encouraged to attend the Bookswop in the Village Hall on 23 May 2009 where there will be a display of progress to date.  Anyone interested in joining the project would be welcome – it is a long term endeavour which will doubtless unearth interesting information.


Richard Schofield outlined his initiative to help enhance the chances of survival from sudden cardiac arrest.  Emergency response times in such a rural area were not sufficient to provide immediate help.  Used in time, a defibrillator can increase the survival success rate to between 50% and 70%.  Recent advances in technology have provided suitable equipment:  a defibrillator and public access cabinet; the cabinet accessed by a security code given to someone dialling 999.  There are no public funds available though the principle is supported.  The equipment plus training would be c. £2500 but Richard is willing to give his time in return for commitment from the community in the way of guardianship of the equipment; financial support (£1600-£1700) and help with fundraising; volunteers for training; any help with the planning process (expected to be minimal).  The Crown & Anchor have indicated that they would be willing to house the equipment on an external wall; £500 in pledges has already been received; £100 is available from previous fundraising.  Richard encouraged all residents to study the document he had delivered to all residents and respond positively – to buy into the principle and own it.  Eight such units had already been deployed in the Tew Valley; the closest unit to Ham is installed at Wootton Rivers.


Mr Baring undertook to discuss at the next Parish Council meeting in the light of funding progress – in principal, it was something which the Parish Council would want to support.


Richard Schofield asked whether anything could be done to improve access to plastic and cardboard recycling in the village.  Mrs Eldridge felt that Ham would not be considered sufficiently large to site recycling bins – they were available in Hungerford (cardboard) and Waitrose car park in Marlborough (cardboard and plastic).  The Clerk undertook to make enquiries of Wiltshire Council.


Finally, Mr Baring paid tribute to Major Piers Dunn who had given long service to the Parish Council - 10 years altogether, five of those as Chairman.  Major Dunn had always displayed consummate command of a good military characteristic - of when to delegate and when to intervene.  He had been a most effective Chairman whose good humour and notable hospitality would be a hard act to follow.
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Ham Parish Council

8 May 2009
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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